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Important Dates 

05/31  Grandma & Grandpa Joe’s 
Anniversary 

06/26  Picnic at the Lake (Don’t 
forget your swimsuit!) 

07/29  Susie’s 35th Birthday 

Following Your Wildflower Meadow 

For those of you following the development of the wildflower meadow, you 
will be pleased to hear that a new 30 metre section was sown in mid-October. 

This ambitious project, which was started in 2014, aims to establish a new 
wildflower area.  

Wildflower meadows have be-
come increasingly rare in the 
countryside over the last 70 
years. We enjoy them for their 
beauty but they are also an im-
portant habitat for a diverse 
range of birds, bees, butterflies 
and other wildlife. 

Whilst it is no substitute for tak-
ing better care of the precious 
areas of wildflower meadow which remain, it is possible to create new areas. 

With the help of a number of local groups and generous donations from our 
friends we have been able to sow 90 square metres with a mixture of 35 differ-
ent native wildflower species, which once established will flower from spring, 
through summer and well into the autumn. 

Species monitoring takes place between May and September each year and the 
number and type of species recorded will determine which wildflower species 
have successfully established. 

Why not join our wildflower spotting day in May 2017 and take a look for 
yourself; you might be surprised what you can find on your door-step! 

Do It 
There are lots of ways for you to get involved and help to maintain your local 
nature reserve. Visit our Do-it page: https://do-it.org/organisations/fant-
wildlife-group to find out how you can support us. 

Winter 2016 

Upcoming Events 
 
 Saturday 10th December 
Activity Session 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 10th December 
Tree Dressing 12:30pm 
 
 Wednesday 4th January 
Committee meeting 7:30pm 
 
 Saturday 14th January 
Activity Session 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Wednesday 8th February 
Committee meeting 7:30pm 
 
 Saturday 11th February 
Activity Session 10am-12:30pm 
 
 Saturday 11th March 
Activity Session 10am-12:30pm 
 
 
 
 
Our Monthly Activity Sessions 
take place on the second Saturday 
of each month from 10am. You 
can get involved with all kinds of 
activities to help keep your na-
ture reserve in great condition.  

 

Trustees of the Fant Wildlife 
Group meet every 6 weeks. We 
are currently looking for a new 
venue, so if you have any bright 
ideas let us know. 

 

You can find out more infor-
mation about upcoming events 
on our website and Facebook 
page. 
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Contact Us 
www.fantwildlife.org.uk 
 
www.facebook.com/fantwildlifearea 
 
fantwildlifegroup@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SMS/Voicemail: 07598 141322 
 
If you have a story you would like 
to share in our newsletter please get 
in touch. Our newsletter is 
published and distributed to 
members quarterly in March, June, 
September and December. 

All dressed up for festive fun 

In the busy run-up to the festive season it’s easy to forget the birds in your 
garden. 

At this time of year, you can put food and water out on a regular basis. This 
is especially important during periods of severe weather. Birds require high 
fat foods during the cold winter weather to survive through the frosty 
nights. 

You can help feed the birds in your garden with a special bird cake. The 
RSPB have a set-by-step guide on their website. 

It doesn’t matter if you don’t have anywhere you can hang your new bird feeder. Come down to the Fant Wild-
life Area on Saturday 10th December at 12:30 and help decorate our tree. 

We will be using bird feeders, ribbons, lanterns, ivy, mistletoe or any other type of decoration to decorate our 
chosen tree in support of the National Tree Dressing Festival. Come and join in the fun and enjoy mulled wine, 
mince pies and other treats. 

Final Hearing 

In our autumn edition we brought you up to date with progress towards agreeing a lease for the Fant Wildlife 
Area. We are pleased to announce that the decision passed the final committee hearing at Maidstone Borough 
Council and as we go to print we are waiting to receive the first draft of the lease agreement to safeguard the Fant 
Wildlife Area for the next 99 years.  

Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page for updates early in the New Year! 

 

 

Small is Beautiful 

As you may know, we hold a range 
of events throughout the year, 
providing opportunities to spot 
wildlife, from flowering plants in 
spring and summer to butterflies, bumblebees, grasshoppers and crickets. 

In October we were on the trail of small mammals, and were lucky enough to 
find three wood mice during the short ninety minute session! 

We must have a healthy population of small mammals on site as during our 
Monthly Activity Session the previous week and eagle-eyed volunteer spotted 
a mouse or vole pop its head out of a hole in the ground and take a good 
look at the assembled group before returning to its burrow. This is an unusu-
ally sight for the daylight hours! 

Common Mistletoe (Viscum album) 

Wood mouse (Apodemus sylvaticus) 


